
Year 9 Pathways 2022



Moving from Key Stage 3 to Key Stage 4

• The opportunity to choose subjects 
that you really enjoy

• The start of your exam courses

• The start of your chosen ‘Pathway’ to 
a future career



Core

Curriculum

Option Choice

Curriculum

Learning in Years 10 & 11



The Core Curriculum

•English Language

•English Literature

•Maths

• Science

•P.S.H.E.

•P.E.



Option Choice Curriculum

• GCSE Art

• GCSE BVT

• GCSE Computer Science

• GCSE Dance

• GCSE Drama

• GCSE Design &Technology

• GCSE Textiles

• GCSE French

• GCSE Geography

• GCSE German

• GCSE History

• GCSE Italian

• GCSE Music

• GCSE Spanish

• GCSE Triple Science

• Animal Care 

• Child Development 

• Engineering 

• Hospitality & Catering

• Sport BTEC First Award

• Creative i-Media

VOCATIONAL AWARDS

(TECH AWARDS OR CAMBRIDGE 

NATIONALS)



Triple Science

If you choose triple Science, this takes one of your four option choices.

Italian

You must have an agreement from Mrs Cassar regarding this choice



Broad and Balanced
Keep your future options open



Consider:

• Your interests

• Your strengths

• Your likely education post 16

• Any career aspirations



English Baccalaureate

• We strongly recommend students choose our EBacc pathway

• The EBacc is made up of the subjects which are considered 
essential to keeping students’ options open for many degrees 
and future careers.

• A study by the UCL shows that studying subjects included in 
the EBacc provides students with greater opportunities in further 
education and increases the likelihood that a student will stay on 
in full-time education. 

• Sutton Trust research reveals that studying the EBacc can help 
improve a young person’s performance in English and maths.

• The government’s ambition is to see 75% of students studying 
the EBacc subject combination at GCSE by 2022 and 90% by 
2025.

ENGLISH LANGUAGE * ENGLISH LITERATURE * MATHS * SCIENCE * 

GEOGRAPHY OR HISTORY *  A LANGUAGE



Do not consider:

• What your friends are doing

• Your favourite teachers

• What you think is an “easy option”



Pilton’s Pathways website
the portal for all information



The Pathways Booklet
• Details of all the courses we offer can 

be found in our Pathways booklet

• This can be found and downloaded 

on our website or a paper copy can 

be requested from the school

• Each page describes the course 

content, assessment details and 

progression opportunities



Subject Learning 
Journeys

All the courses we offer 

have produced subject 

Learning Journeys which 

will provide you with more 

details regarding what will 

be taught in Years 10 and 

11 and when different 

topics will be taught.

Click on the images on the 

website to see them in more 

detail.



Making your Choices

• View the Pathways booklet

• Read the subject pages

• Visit the Pathways website

• Look at the subject Learning Journeys

• Watch the Head of Department video

• Contact the Head of Department if you have any 

subject queries



Pathways Curriculum
Broad & Balanced

• Decide on four option choices.

• Place them in order of preference (1 most – 4 least)

• Select two reserve courses in case you are not 
able to have all of your choices

• Number these 5 & 6



Submit your Choices
• This year you will make your choices through our 

SIMS ONLINE Portal

• You will receive an email invitation asking you to 
register to our online Portal

• A help guide is attached to your initial letter and 
on our website



Important Dates

• Pathways launched Thursday, 17th February

• Choices completed by Friday, 11th March



Help and Guidance

Danny Heaton – dheaton@pilton.college

Julia Elston – jelston@pilton.college

General Pathways information – pathways@pilton.college
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