
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Vocabulary to explain and analyse events in History 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

● Factor - When events happen we can explain them according to different factors to 
effectively group and categorise ideas together. 
● Consequence - Every event has consequences – other events which follow on from an 

event. We often have to identify and explain consequences. 
● Cause - What makes an event happen?  This could be a person, a war, an agreement or 

anything else.   
● Political - Politics means power.  A political factor is to do with politicians and 
governments. 
● Social - Social means society. A social factor would affect how ordinary people live. 

Examples include unemployment, losing a war, how people feel about a country. 
● Economic - Economics is to do with money.  If an event makes a country richer or poorer, 

makes people unemployed, closes businesses, it is an economic event. 
● Religious - Religious is to do with religion and people’s beliefs, as well as the organised 
church. 
● Short term - Effects that happen immediately or within days and weeks of an event.  E.g. 

getting a blister from new shoes 
● Long term - Effects that happen over years following an event. E.g. getting bent toes from 
always wearing uncomfortable shoes. 
● Significance - Another word for importance. Which events, causes, and consequences 

have the greatest impact? 
● Right wing - Political beliefs; family values, pride in the country, respect for military, 

owning private property and chance to get rich 
● Left wing - Political beliefs; sharing resources, tax rich to support the poor, working 
people uniting together, equality of people more important than country. 

Vocabulary to help you understand exam questions and tasks 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

● Usefulness - Is the source useful for us to learn as historians? What does it include? What 

does it leave out? 
● Reliability - Reliability is connected to usefulness. If a source is reliable we can trust it as 

accurate information.  If it is unreliable we cannot trust it. 
● Propaganda - A deliberate attempt to persuade people to think something.  It could be a 
speech, poster or newspaper. 
● Interpretation - How historians have chosen to understand something.  There can be 

different interpretations depending on what people believe. 
● Evaluate - To think about how important something is. 
● Explain - To show why something happened. 
● Analysis - To think carefully and understand something. 
● Key features - What are the most important parts of something. Historians often think 

about the cause, event and consequence as key features. 

Understand how the legacy of the First World War affected post war Germany 

To know about the begging of the Republic and the Weimar Constitution 

Understand the early challenges to the Republic (Treaty of Versailles, political 

challenges and the events of 1923) 

To understand Stresemann’s strategy for recovery and the reasons for recovery 

(Dawes Plan, etc.) 

Understand reasons for recovery in foreign relations (Locarno Pact, League of 

Nations) 

To know about changes in standard of living for the German people, 1924-29 

Understand changes for women in the Weimar Republic 

To Understand cultural changes in the Weimar Republic 

 

Area of Study 1:   

 

The Weimar Republic, 1918-29 

 

What do we need to know in 

order to answer the exam 

questions? 

 

 



● Summarise - To sum something up. You might summarise a paragraph into one sentence 

or even a single word. 

Key Vocabulary Unit 1:  How did Germany survive after World War One? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

● Treaty of Versailles (1919) - Peace treaty signed in 1919 which many people felt was too 
hard on Germany.  Hitler used hatred of the Treaty to win support. 
● Reparations - Compensation payments set at £6,600 million to be paid by Germany to 

the Allies as part of the Treaty of Versailles.  Payment of reparations caused problems for the 
new Weimar government. 
● Dolchstoss - The German politicians “Stab in the back” to the German Army. 
● November criminals - The politicians who signed the Armistice were called this because 
people believed they had betrayed Germany. 
● Weimar government - Name given to Germany’s new democratic government 1918-1933 

formed after Kaiser Wilhem left Germany in November 1918. 
● Ebert - First President of the Weimar Government 1919 to 1925. 
● Reichstag - The new German parliament.   
● Proportional Representation - A voting system in which the same number of Parliament 

seats is the same as the percentage of votes in the elections.   This meant there were lots of 

political parties in the parliament. 
● Coalition government - Different political parties agreeing to work together to form a 

government.  This can lead to weak government as the different parties can spend a lot of time 
arguing amongst themselves. 
● Hindenburg – 2nd German President 1925-34 after Friedrich Ebert (1919-1925) 
● Nazi Party (NSDAP) - Hitler’s extreme right wing National Socialist German Workers’ 
Party.   
● Social Democratic Party (SPD) - Political party who supported the Weimar government.   
● Communist Party (KPD) - Extreme left-wing party who opposed the Weimar government. 
● Freikorps - Ex-soldiers used by the Weimar government as a military force to put down 

unrest. 
● Spartacist Revolt (1919) - Unsuccessful Communist revolt in Berlin in January 1919.  The 
leaders, Rosa Luxemburg and Karl Liebknecht, were both murdered by the Freikorps. 
● Kapp Putsch (1920) - Unsuccessful right wing revolt in Berlin in 1920 led by Dr Wolfgang 

Kapp. Stopped by a strike of workers in Berlin. 
● Munich Putsch (1923) - Also known as the ‘Beer Hall Putsch’.  This was an unsuccessful 
right wing revolt in 1923 in Munich when Hitler tried to take over the government by force. 

Key Vocabulary Unit 1:  How did Germany recover in the ‘Golden Years’? 

 

 

 

  

● Gustav Stresemann - Important politician who served as Chancellor (1923) and later as 

Foreign Secretary (1923-1929). Stresemann helped to improve the German economy and helped 

people trust the German government.   Stresemann died in October 1929, shortly before the Wall 

Street Crash. 
● Economic - Economics is to do with money.  If an event makes a country richer or poorer, 

makes people unemployed, closes businesses, it is an economic event.  Stresemann made several 
important economic decisions. 
● French Occupation of the Ruhr (1923) - By 1923 Germany could no longer afford to pay 

reparations.  As a result France sent soldiers into the industrial Ruhr area of Germany to take 
goods in place of reparations.  This action damaged Germany’s economy even more and led to 

the hyperinflation crisis. 
● Hyperinflation (1923) - When the French occupied the Ruhr, the German government 

asked workers to go on strike. This resulted in a lack of money. The government printed more 

money to pay its bills.  Prices and wages went up very quickly.  This extreme increase in prices 

was known as hyperinflation. 



● Rentenmark 1923 - The hyperinflation crisis ended in 1924 after Gustav Stresemann 

introduced a new currency called the Rentenmark in 1923. People in Germany trusted the new 

currency and this gradually bought an end to the crisis. 
● Dawes Plan (1924) - After Germany’s failure to pay reparations in 1923, this was a plan 
agreed by Stresemann with American Charles Dawes.  The plan would reduce Germany’s annual 

reparation payments to an amount Germany could afford. The plan also had America lend 

Germany 800 million marks to help the economy. 
● Young Plan (1929) - Another plan in 1929 to reduce Germany’s total reparations debt 

from £6.6 billion to £2 billion which would allow the Germany economy to grow. Germany’s 

payments were reduced to £50 million per year. 
● Political - Politics means power.  A political factor is to do with politicians and 

governments. 
● Locarno Pact (1925) - A treaty when Germany agreed to its new borders with France and 
Belgium which had been set in the Treaty of Versailles. This meant France promised peace with 

Germany and Germany could be seen as an equal. 
● League of Nations (1926) - International organisation set up after the war to solve world 

problems by peaceful means.  Membership of the League gave countries more respect. Germany 

was not invited to become a member at the start because it was blamed for WWI. Stresemann 

got Germany accepted in 1926. 
● Kellogg-Briand Pact (1928) - agreement signed by 65 countries including Germany.  
Countries promised not to use war to achieve their foreign policy aims. This should have made 

the world more peaceful.   
● Wall Street Crash in New York (1929) – In October 1929, the value of businesses on the 
New York stock exchange started to quickly fall.  This made people panic and rush to sell their 

own shares before the value fell further. This panic spread and led to a worldwide economic crisis 

called the Great Depression 

Unit 1 notes 

 

 

TREATY OF 

VERSAILLES 

Treaty of Versailles 1919 (L.A.M.B) 
● Land (13% of territory + all colonies 
 
● Army (only 100,000, no air force) 

 
● Money (reparations of £6.6bn) 
 
● Blame (accept ‘War Guilt’ for causing WW1) 

 
German people resent ‘Diktat’ = dictated peace 

 

Far right see ‘Dolchstoss’ = stab in the back by politicians  

 

 
CONSTITUTION 

OF WEIMAR 

REPUBLIC 

 

Constitution of Weimar Republic 
● equal = all men + women over 20 can vote 
● proportional representation = same % of seats in Reichstag (parliament) as % of votes 
● lots of small parties = coalition government = hard to make decisions 
● Chancellor leads govt. but can be sacked by President 
● Article 48: President can suspend constitution in an emergency 

 

 

 

 

ECONOMIC 

PROBLEMS 

Economic problems   1918-23 
● can’t pay reparations 

 
● French occupy Ruhr to get resources 
 
● govt. orders passive resistance/strikes 



 
● prints money to pay striking workers 

 
● hyperinflation – money becomes worthless 
 
● economic chaos, people lose savings, suffering and resentment 

POLITICAL 

VIOLENCE 
Political violence 1918-23 
● 1918-19 communist rebels launch violent revolution = Spartacist Rising 
● Weimar govt. uses Freikorps (right-wing ex-soldiers) to crush them 
● 1920 Kapp Putsch by right-wingers to end democracy.  Govt. calls general strike, workers 
support govt.  – don’t want a right-wing takeover 
● 1923 Nazi Munich Putsch fails 
● violence ends as economy recovers 

 

 

 

STRESEMAN

N YEARS 

Stresemann years   1924-29 

 
● 1924 new currency (Rentenmark) to end hyperinflation 
● 1924 Dawes Plan = lower reparations + USA lends money to Germany 
● economy grows, jobs + prosperity 
● 1929 Young Plan = lower reparations £2.2bn + more time to pay 
● 1925 Locarno Pact Germany accepts western borders 
● 1926 joins League of Nations = respectable 

1928 Kellogg-Briand Pact = major countries 

 

 

 

Topic – tick the column that best describes how you feel about 
each topic 

 
 

☺  

Confident 
     

OK 

  ☹  

Need 

revision 

How did Germany survive after WW1? 

What was the Treaty of Versailles (1919)?                            

Why did many Germans hate of the Treaty of Versailles?    

What was the new constitution in Germany?    

What was wrong with the constitution (coalition govts etc)?    

What were the economic problems of the new government?    

What happened when the French occupied the Ruhr in 1923?    

What was hyperinflation in 1923?    

Who were the main political parties in Germany?    

Why was politics so violent in Germany between 1918-23?    

How did Germany recover in the ‘Golden Years’? 

How did Stresemann rescue the German economy?    

What economic changes did Stresemann make?    

How did the Dawes Plan 1924 and Young Plan 1929 help 

Germany? 

   

What were Stresemann’s political successes? League of Nations, 
Locarno, Kellogg-Briand 

   



What were the effects of the Great Depression (Wall St Crash)?    
 

 

 

 

ORIGINS OF THE REPUBLIC - MULTIPLE CHOICE QUIZ! 

1. Which German monarch was forced to abdicate in November 1918? 

A. Kaiser William B. Kaiser Wilhelm 

C. Kaiser Wilreich D. Kaiser Wilkapp 

 

2. Which Social Democrat politician emerged as the new leader in Germany? 

A. Engels B. Emert 

C. Ebert D. Ebelt 

 

3. What did the new government ask the Allies for in November 1918? 

A. A peace treaty B. An alliance 

B. An article D. An Armistice 

 

4. The Spartacist rebels of 1918-19 wanted to impose what on Germany? 

A. Communism B. Continuation of the war 

C. Anti-Semitism D. Democracy 

 

5. German losses under the Treaty of Versailles included what? 

A. 10% of territory, 5% of population B. 3% of territory, 13% of population 

C. 13% of territory, 10% of population D. 11% of territory, 12% of population 

 

6. What system of voting was used under the new constitution? 

A. Proportional Representation B. Professional Representation 

C. Proportional Results D. Political Representation 

 

7. What was the German parliament called? 

A. The Republic B. The Reichstag 

C. The Reichstein D. The Ruhrstat 

 

8. Which of the following was NOT one of the President’s jobs? 

A. Appoint the Chancellor B. Command the army 

C. Declare Article 48 in an emergency D. Lead a coalition government 

 

9. For how many years was the President elected?  

A. 4 B. 5 



C. 6 C. 7 

 

10. What does ‘Dolchstoss’ mean? 

A. The November crime B. The dictated peace 

C. The stab in the back D. The enemy within 

 

WEIMAR REPUBLIC, 1923 -29 MULTIPLE CHOICE QUIZ! 

1. What area did France occupy in 1923 when reparations were stopped? 

A. The Rhineland B. The Ruhr 

C. The Rugen D. The Reich 

 

2. What did the German government organise among workers, in response? 

A. Armed resistance B. Co-operation 

C. Passive resistance D. A putsch 

 

3. By printing money to pay its debts, what did the government trigger? 

A. Hyperinflation B. Deflation 

B. Financial escalation D. Capitalisation 

 

4. What did Stresemann introduce in 1924 to save the economy? 

A. A new currency B. Emergency powers 

C. Higher taxation D. Full employment 

 

5. What 1924 plan arranged American investment in Germany to create jobs? 

A. The Diktat Plan B. The Daniels Plan 

C. The Dallas Plan D. The Dawes Plan 

 

6. What was Germany invited to join in 1926, raising its international status? 

A. The United Nations B. The League of Nations 

C. The National League D. The United League 

 

7. What were reparations reduced to under the Young Plan of 1929? 

A. £3 billion B. £6.6 billion 

C. £2 billion D. £4 billion 

 

8. Which political groups gained support during the Stresemann years? 

A. Extremist parties B. Moderate parties 

C. Nationalists D. Communists 

 

9. Which social group gained political rights, job opportunities and more chance to express themselves? 

A. Women B. Gay people 

C. Jewish people C. Disabled people 

 



10. What financial event in October 1929 began the Great Depression and destabilised the Weimar 
Republic? 

A. The Berlin Crash B. The Wall Street Crash 

C. The Reparations Crash D. The Dawes Crash 

 

 

 

 

 

How to answer your GCSE Germany 1918- 1939 exam 

You will have to answer 6 questions in 1 hour 20 minutes 
Question Marks Timing Sentence starters Skills/ tips 

Section A 
 Q1. Will ask you to make an 

inference (something that you 
can work out from the source 

although it may not be obvious) 
from a source.   You should also 

provide evidence (a short 

quote!) from the source to 
support it.     

 
Example: Give two things you 

can infer from Source A about 
how Hitler kept power (4 

marks).  

 

4 6mins This source tells me that …                  

 
I know this because ‘short 

quote’ or direct reference to 
the source.  

 

To get full marks try to make 

an inference and back it up 
with a clear reference to the 

source.  
e.g. You can learn that there 

were many people who were 

sympathetic to the Jews. I 
know this because the 

source says that Germans 
watched the events of 

Kristallnacht with alarm and 
concern. 



Q2.   Explain why...  You may 

use the following in your 

answer: 
●   
●  

You must also use knowledge 

of your own.   
 

Example:  Explain why there 

was opposition in Germany 
to the Treaty of Versailles 
(1919).  You may use the 
following in your answer: 
● military terms 
● territorial terms 
You must also use 
knowledge of your own.  (12 
marks) 
 

Example: Explain why 
unemployment fell in Germany 

between 1933 and 1939.  You 
may use the following in your 

answer: 
● National Labour Service 
● Autobahns 

You must also use information 

of your own. (12 marks) 

 

12 18mis One reason that… 

Was… 

 
For example, … 

 

 

This led to…because… 

Explanation – giving reasons, 

not just describing what 

happened 
 

Supporting reasons with 

relevant detail 

 
Explain by using the 

language of the question  

Section B 

3.a.  How useful are Sources A 

and B for an enquiry into…?   

 
Explain your answer using 

Sources A and B and your own 
knowledge of the historical 

context. 

 

 

Example: How useful are source 
C and D for an enquiry into the 

way Hitler came to power? 

 

Explain your answer using 
Sources A and B and your own 

knowledge of the historical 

context. (8marks) 

8 12mins Source A is useful because it 

tells us that… 

 
This is shown by… 

 
This is shown by the phrase 

‘… 

 

 

Source A is a…which means 
it is useful/less useful 

because… 

 

Source B is….it was created 
by…and this limits/increases 

its usefulness because… 

 

Explaining what we can 

learn from the sources. 

 
Supporting explanations 

with relevant detail from 
the sources. 

 

Explaining a judgement 

about 

Nature/Origin/Purpose.  

 

The provenance of the 

source – the information 

above the source about 
where it came from. 

 



 

 

The author of Source A was 

trying to…so it may be… 

 

The information in the 

source itself. 

 
Contextual knowledge – 

what you know about the 

time and place the source 

came from. Sources are 
useful if they help us 

answer questions about the 

past. 

 

 
All sources can be useful 

but all have bad points 
(limitations). 

 

Biased sources can still be 

useful by helping us 

understand what some 
people/groups believed or 

wanted. 

 

Usefulness is affected by 
what a source is (nature), 

when/by who it was made 

(origin) and what it was 

supposed to achieve 

(purpose). 
 

 
 

 

3.b Study Interpretations 1 and 
2.  They give different views 

about… 

 

What is the main difference 
between these views? 

 

Explain your answer, using 
details from both 

interpretations.  

 

 
Example:   Study 

Interpretations 1 and 2.  They 

4 6mins Interpretation 1 sees…as 
being… 
However, Interpretation 2 
considers that… 
For example, it uses the 
phrase ‘…’ to describe… 
This is shown by… 

 

Identifying and explaining 
differences between how 

two historians see a topic. 

 

 
 

Supporting explanations 

with detail/quotes from 
each interpretation.  

 



give different views about how 

Hitler came to power.  

 
What is the main difference 

between these views? 

 

Explain your answer, using 
details from both 

interpretations. (4marks) 

 

3.c.  Suggest one reason why 

Interpretations 1 and 2 give 
different views about… 

 
You may use Sources B and C to 

help explain your answer. 

4 6mins Interpretation 1 may see…as 

being…because it has 
focused on… 

For example, it has 
included… 

 

Interpretation 2 is 

more…probably because it is 

an extract about… 
 

Therefore it discusses… 

 

Interpretation 1 has 
probably been shaped by 

evidence such as Source B, 

which suggests… 

Explaining why historians 

may have formed different 
interpretations of the same 

topic. 
 

 

Supporting explanations 

with detail/quotes from 

each interpretation.  
 

 

 

 
Using details from Sources B 

and C to support your 

explanation. 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

3.d.  How far do you agree with 

Interpretation 1/2 about…? 
 

 

Example:  How far do you agree 
with interpretation 1 about the 

way Hitler came to power? 

Explain your answer, using both 

interpretations and your 
knowledge of the historical 

context. (20 marks) 

20 30mins Interpretation 1/2 considers 

that… 
 

It supports this view with 

the evidence that… 
I also know that this view 

can be supported by… 

 

However, this opinion may 
be inaccurate. 

Interpretation 1/2 suggests 

it is wrong because it says… 

Identify the overall view of 

the interpretation. 
 

Provide detail from the 

interpretation and own 
knowledge to support that 

view. 

 

 
Explain how the view can be 

challenged using details in 

the other interpretation and 



In addition, I know that.. 

Overall, Interpretation 1/2 is 

a…viewpoint because… 
Interpretation 1 is valid for 

the early years of…but I 

know that towards the end 

of the period… 
 

details from own 

knowledge. 

 
Reach an overall judgement 

about how far you agree. 

 

 
[Top level answers] 

Evaluate the interpretation 

using precise own 

knowledge. 
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