
Medical Ethics – Revision sheet – key concepts 

1. Origins of life: 

Christians believe everyone is given life by GOD. God LOVES all people equally. Every 

person’s life is therefore IMPORTANT. The start of human life can be: 

a. At CONCEPTION (most Christians think this) 

b. From 3 weeks when the heart starts BEAT 

c. 5 weeks when the BRAIN starts functioning. 

d. 120 days – ENSOULMENT some Muslims think this is when we receive our souls) 

e. Birth – when we take our first BREATH                                                         

2. Fertility treatments (artificial methods of conception) – : Put the correct term in the 

space provided. 

a. IVF   – in vitro fertilisation – test tube babies. A scientist fertilises the egg 

with a sperm in a laboratory. 3-4 embryos put into the mother’s womb. 

b. AIH  – artificial insemination by HUSBAND. The husband/partner’s sperm is 

medically inserted into the woman by a doctor. Fertilisation/conception then 

hopefully takes place. 

c.  AID   – artificial insemination by DONOR. As above but using another man’s 

sperm. 

d. SURROGACY – following I.V.F., another woman carries a child, gives birth and 

then returns the child to the BIOLOGICAL mother.                         

        3. CHRISTIAN TEACHINGS ABOUT FERTILITY TREATMENT 

a. “Life is SACRED, unique, precious, a gift from God!”   b. “Do not MURDER” 

c. “LIFE begins at Conception”     d. “Love God and your NEIGHBOUR as yourself”   

 Most agree with I.V.F. and A.I.H. seeing it as LOVING to help people have babies. God has 

given us the ability to help CHILDLESS couples. Most oppose A.I.D. because it is like 

ADULTERY – introducing a 3rd person to the relationship. Roman Catholics oppose all 

methods – babies should be conceived naturally, within MARRIAGE.    

 

 

 



MEDICAL ETHICS – revision – key ideas 
 

 

 

Ethics is the study of moral choices, meaning choices based on whether we 

think something is right or wrong. 

 

Most religious people are guided in their moral choices by the teachings / 

rules / commands / principles of their religion. 

 

The belief that life is special because it has been created by God is called 

sanctity of life. 

 

A developing human in the womb is either an embryo or a foetus 

(depending on how far along it is in its development). 

 

People have different views on when a human life begins: some would say it 

is at the moment of conception (meaning when an egg is fertilised by a 

sperm); others, that it is when the life is viable (meaning it can survive outside 

the womb). 

 

Muslims believe in ‘ensoulment’ which is when a developing baby receives 

its soul and the human life begins. 

 

Fertility treatments are medical ways to help people to become pregnant 

and have babies. 

 

Putting a body part such as a heart or lung into another person who needs 

one is called having a transplant 

 

When scientists alter the genes of a living thing during the process of 

reproduction and having babies, it is known as genetic engineering 

 

A ‘designer baby’ is a baby with features or characteristics which its parents 

have chosen before the pregnancy begins. 

 

Cloning is the creation of an identical copy of a living thing, and has been 

used in the selective breeding of animals and plants for many years. 
 

 

                                                                                                                               


