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VOCABULARY DEFINITION

Extinction
When there are no more individuals of a specific 
species remaining on earth.

Fossil
Minerals which have hardened in the cavity left by an 
organisms bones.

Selective 
Breeding

The process of breeding together animals or plants 
with desirable characteristics in order to increase the 
frequency of these characteristics in the population.

Evolution
The process of small changes in species over very long 
periods of time.

Natural 
Selection

The process driving evolution in which the best 
adapted individuals in a population have the best 
chance of surviving and breeding and therefore 
passing on their genes.

Evidence The available body of facts or information indicating 
whether a belief or theory is true or valid.

Charles 
Darwin

The scientist who came up with the theory of natural 
selection and dedicated his life to collecting evidence
to back his theory up.

DNA
The molecule that is passed from one generation to 
the next and determines and individuals 
characteristics.

SAY IT

KNOW IT

This topic links with the unit 4.6 Inheritance, variation & 
evolution topic that you will cover in KS4.

• I know who Charles Darwin was.
• I can explain what extinction is.
• I can give some reasons why species may become 

extinct.
• I know what fossils are and how they form.
• I know how fossils can be used to explain how species 

can change over time.
• I know the process of selective breeding.
• I know the similarities and differences between selective 

breeding and evolution.
• I know what radial evolution is.
• I know why the Galapagos finches all have different 

shaped beaks.
• I know how the Galapagos finches evolved.
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