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Learning Journey

Physics: Universe

 End of unit test

 DIRT activity – Theories about our universe

PROVE IT

• I know how different objects in the universe compare in size
• I know about satellites and how they are used based on their orbit and 

distance from the sun.
• I know about the relationship between orbit time and distance from 

the sun.
• I know about what causes daytime and nightime as well as the 

seasons
• I know why the Moon appears as different shapes over the course of 1 

month
• I can describe information about our galaxy and what is beyond.
• I can explain how and why our knowledge of our solar system has 

changed over time.

Remember, you will have covered some of this knowledge in your study of the 

Solar System in Primary School.

LINK IT

VOCABULARY DEFINITION

Galaxy
A large cluster of millions of stars and their associated 

planetary systems.

Light
Electromagnetic wave from a source can be detected by 
the eye allowing us to see. Speed 300 000 000 m/s

Year
365 days – the time it takes for Earth to orbit the sun once.

Star
A very hot mass in space where nuclear fusion happens.  
This makes and radiates its own light and heat. The sun is 
our nearest star.

Orbit
The path taken by one heavenly body around another in 
space.

Exoplanet
Planet in a solar system outside our own (orbiting a 
different star)

Planet
A large body which orbits a star.  There are eight in our solar 

system.

Venus
The second planet from the Sun.

Mars
The fourth planet from the Sun.

Jupiter
The fifth planet from the Sun.

Sun
The star in the middle of our solar system.

Universe
The whole of space and all the matter it contains.

SAY IT

KNOW IT

https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/universe-c5k36c
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zfk6wnb
https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/gravity-ccu3gr
https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/seasons-c8uk0c
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zrv3gwx
https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/universe-c5k36c
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zg638mn/revision/3

