
Wider Influences on D&T Knowledge Organiser
What wider implications can have an influence on the processes of designing and making?

Environmental Initiatives
Global initiatives
There are a range of organisations that fund or promote global 
initiatives. United Nations’ 17 Goals for Global Sustainable 
Development is one of the most wide-reaching, tackling issues such 
as: no poverty, zero hunger and gender equality.

National initiatives
Many countries have their own environmental issues and initiatives 
designed to research and improve the environment. In the UK, 
reducing emissions from diesel vehicles has been a major priority for 
the government, with initiatives such as grants for sustainable energy 
powered vehicle manufacturers and scrappage schemes for diesel cars.

Local initiatives
Different communities environmental needs are supported through 
local initiatives- such as in remote pasts of Africa, where fresh running 
water is unavailable. Charity groups and sponsors provide pipelines 
and pumping equipment to bring much needed water to the area. 

Social and Ethical Awareness
Social awareness
A designer must work to understand the needs of the user of their product, including wider social factors, 
such as religion, gender, family members, wealth and multiculturalism.

Ethical awareness
Manufacturers, and therefore designers, are under constant pressure to conduct their 
activities in the ‘right’ way. Fair Trade is an example of an organisation that promotes 
ethically produced products. In recent years, there has been concern that some large 
clothing outlets have sold garments produced in developing countries, where the 
workers have not been made to work long hours and paid very low wages.

Fairtrade 
The Fairtrade label that you see on fruit, clothing and cosmetics is a certificate that tells you that the 
product has been produced in a developing country and the producers (usually small-scale independent 
farmers) have been supported by the Fairtrade organisation to ensure that they receive a fair price for their 
produce and therefore are able to afford to live, support their families and their business. Fairtrade certified 
products include:

• coffee
• cocoa
• textiles
• seafood
• diamonds
• gold
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Global Sustainable Development
In 2015, member states of the United Nations agreed to 17 goals for a better 
world, with the ambitious goal of achieving them by 2030. They are:

1. No poverty
2. Zero hunger
3. Good health and well-being
4. Quality education
5. Gender equality
6. Clean water and sanitation
7. Affordable and clean energy
8. Decent work and economic growth
9. Industry, innovation and infrastructure

10. Reduced inequalities
11. Sustainable cities and communities
12. Responsible consumption and production
13. Climate action
14. Life below water
15. Life on land
16. Peace, justice and strong institutions
17. Partnerships for the goals

Design & Technology has a role to play in all of the goals, but there are four areas 
that rely heavily on design & technology to be successful.

Affordable and Clean Energy
The member states have agreed to:
• ensure access for all to affordable, reliable and modern energy 

services through new infrastructure and better technology;
• promote energy efficiency- more quickly developing technology that  

wastes less energy;
• increase the use of renewable energy sources globally compared with  

other sources of energy;
• work together to research and develop renewable and other clean energy resources.

Industry, Innovation and Infrastructure
The member states have agreed to:
• develop sustainable and resilient infrastructure to support 

economic development and human wellbeing;
• provide small businesses with access to credit and technical support for  

their development;
• ensure the companies promote sustainable development and do not  

harm the environment;
• allocate resources for research to address that country’s specific needs  

and improve technology;
• ensure all have access to the internet and new techniques, 

especially those in least developed countries.

Sustainable Cities and Communities
The member states have agreed to:
• ensure all have access to quality, safe housing and basic services;
• provide safe, organised transportation that is not harmful to the environment and 

is also specifically designed to serve children, women and vulnerable people;
• engage communities in discussions and planning for improvement of their cities;
• strengthen efforts to protect and safeguard the word’s cultural and  

natural heritage;
• increase resilience to disasters;
• ensure monitoring of waste management and air quality;
• prepare communications to manage their resources properly  

and to tackle climate change.

Responsible Consumption and Production
The member states have agreed to:
• sustainable management and use of natural resources;
• halve global per person food waste;
• responsible management of chemicals and waste;
• sustainably reduce waste generation;
• promote understanding of sustainable lifestyles;
• encourage sustainable practices for companies;
• support developing countries’ scientific and technological 

capacity for sustainable consumption and production;
• develop and implement tools to monitor sustainable tourism.

Source: https://www.globalgoals.org/
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