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Topic Overview

Earth Structure

 DIRT task – Models of the Earth

 End of unit test

PROVE IT

• I know about the structure of the Earth
• I can compare models of the Earth structure
• I know how sedimentary rocks are formed
• I know how igneous rocks are formed
• I know how metamorphic rocks are formed
• I know how rocks are changed and how their 

materials can be recycled
• I can describe and explain the rock cycle

LINK IT

VOCABULARY DEFINITION

crust The rocky solid outer layer of the Earth

deposition The laying down of sediment carried by wind, flowing water, the sea or 
ice.

Igneous rock Formed when liquid rock cools

Inner core The solid inner layer of the Earth

larva Liquid rock above the ground

magma Liquid rock underground

mantle The layer of the Earth under the crust

Metamorphic 
rock

Rock formed when other rock is exposed to heat and/or pressure

Outer core The liquid layer of the Earth between the mantle and the inner core

porous Made of grains of rock with holes between them so water can pass 
through

Rock cycle Shows how rocks change and how their materials are recycled over 
millions of years

sediment Solid material that is moved and deposited in a new location. It can 
consist of rocks and minerals, as well as the remains of plants and 
animals.

Sedimentary 
rocks

Formed when sediment piles up and sticks together by compaction and 
cementation

SAY IT

KNOW IT

This topic links to the work you did in Year 3 where you compared and 
grouped together different kinds of rocks on the basis of their appearance and 
simple physical properties, described in simple terms how fossils are formed 
when things that have lived are trapped within rock and recognised that soils 
are made from rocks and organic matter
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