
GCSE Geography 

 

Case studies and examples 

revision guide 

 

 

 

“Knowledge is POWER” 

Hints and tips for revision  



2 
 

Class of 2020, Geography Department, Pilton Community College 
 

1. What does each exam involve? 

 

2. Is this all I need to revise?  
 No! This booklet is just your case studies and examples. 
 You need to revise your class notes and use your RAG sheets to check 

that you’ve covered all the topic areas.  
 To help you with this, consider buying one of the revision guides listed 

on Class charts. They can be ordered easily via the links to Amazon.  
 You will also need to prepare for the issue evaluation aspect of paper 3 

but you will do this in class with your teacher just before your exam. 
 

3. How can I revise?  
 

Flashcards  

Flashcards are sets of small, 

double-sided cards used to 

learn and revise details, 

keywords and vocabulary. 

You can get these from your 

teacher/tutor if needed. 

 

You write a question or key 

term on the front and then the answer or definition on the back. Testing is far 

more effective than summarising your notes.  

You can only realise the power of flashcards if you give yourself enough time 

to review them multiple times. But testing yourself with each flashcard ten 

times could be a waste of your precious revision time. There will be some 

Paper Topic 

Paper 1 - Physical  The challenge of natural hazards 

1 hour 30 

The living world (Option unit is hot deserts, DO NOT DO 

cold environments) 

 35% of GCSE 

Physical landscapes in the UK (Option units are rivers + 

coasts only, DO NOT DO glacial landscapes)  

Paper 2 – Human Urban issues and challenges 

1 hour 30 The changing economic world 

 35% of GCSE 

The challenge of resource management (Option unit 

is food, DO NOT DO global energy or global water) 

Paper 3 Issue evaluation 

1 hour 15 

30% OF GCSE Fieldwork 
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concepts you struggle to learn and remember, but others you might become 

confident with quickly. This is where spaced repetition comes in: a technique 

to help you revise what you need to, when you need to. After you answer a 

flashcard, put it into one of three piles: 

· I have no clue about this 

· I’m not too sure about this 

· I really know this 

 

The ‘no clue’ pile should be tested soonest. As you retest your knowledge, 

your flashcards should change piles until (hopefully) all of them are in the ‘I 

really know this’ pile. 

 

Quizzing  

Online quizzing can test your knowledge in a fun and interactive way. You 

can use Seneca - https://www.senecalearning.com/ and sign in with the 

code t08ufpkh9y. You could also use Quizlet - use this code 

https://quizlet.com/join/jWKS6qvr7. 

 

Mind maps  

Mind maps can be a useful resource if done properly. There are lots of tips in 

the image on the next page. However, it is important to be ACTIVE rather 

than PASSIVE. It is very easy to just copy out notes, but you must include some 

form of testing to make it effective. A good way to do this is to start off in one 

colour and write down as much as you can about a topic. Then, change 

colour and use your book and revision guides to add more detail. You can 

repeat this process over time and hopefully notice that the amount of 

information written in the first colour gets bigger and bigger! 

 

https://www.senecalearning.com/
https://quizlet.com/join/jWKS6qvr7
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Paper 1 Earthquakes = Chile and Nepal 

1. Nepal earthquake (LIC) 

Location  Gorka, Nepal  

Date 25th April 2015 

Strength 7.8 

Effects Primary 

• 8841 died. 

• 1 million homeless.  
Secondary 

• Avalanches killed 19 on Mount Everest. 

• Tourism employment and income declined.  

 
US$5 BILLION damage 

Responses Immediate 

• Rescues on Mount Everest using helicopters.  
• 500 000 tents provided. 

Long-term 

• US$274 million of aid money committed to 

recovery. 

• Stricter building controls put in place.  

 

2. Chile earthquake (HIC) 

Location  Maule, Chile 

Date 27th February 2010 

Strength 8.8 

Effects Primary 

• 500 killed. 

• 220 000 homes destroyed.  
Secondary 

• 1500km of roads damaged, mainly by landslides. 

• Several coastal towns devastated by tsunami waves. 

 
US$30 billion damage caused. 

Responses Immediate 

• Emergency plan quickly activated meaning that 

emerging services arrived quickly.  

• Within 24 hours temporary repairs were made to the 

Route 5 north-south highway. 

Long-term 

• Government housing reconstruction plan to help 

200,000 households launched one month later. 

• Potential for economy to be rebuilt without the need 

for foreign aid due to the country’s strong exports.  
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• What might I need to talk about?  

o You need to be able to talk about how the 
wealth of the country – how much money 
it has - influenced effects or responses.  

o The key idea is that because Chile is a HIC 

(a rich country) it was more prepared in 
terms of building design (high standards, 
strictly enforced) but also in terms of 
responses (an emergency plan ready to 
go). 

o Nepal had building codes, but they were 
not strictly enforced. They didn’t have the 
money to mobilise a quick response. 

 

  

• Example of q question  

o  “Using a named example, evaluate the immediate responses to a 

tectonic hazard. (9 marks)” 

 

▪ Paragraph 1 = INTRODUCTION - Pick one of the earthquakes. 

Give a short introduction NAMING YOUR EXAMPLE saying 

when it happened and what happened.  

▪ Paragraph 2 = EVALUATE – Say what was good about the 

immediate responses. 

▪ Paragraph 3 = EVALUATE = Say what was bad about the 

immediate responses.  

▪ Paragraph 4 = CONCLUSION = Write a paragraph to end 

saying which immediate response was best.  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Paper 1 Tropical storms = Typhoon Haiyan 
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Location  Philippines, Asia. 

Date 8th November 2013 

Strength Category 5 on the Saffir-Simpson scale.  

Effects 

 

 

Primary  

• 50% of houses destroyed. 

• 6190 people died.  

 
Secondary 

• Infection/diseases spread due to contaminated 

water. 

• Airport badly damaged, roads blocked by debris. 

Responses  Immediate 

• Emergency aid arrived 3 days later by plane. 1 million 

food packs were distributed in 2 weeks. 

• 800000 people were evacuated. Many went to 

Tacloban indoor stadium due to its reinforced roof but 
it still flooded.  

 
Long-term  

• Oxfam replaced fishing boats to allow people to get 

back to work. 

• In July 2014, the Philippine government declared 

long-term recovery plan ‘Build Back Better’. Buildings 
would be upgraded when rebuilt to protect against 
future disasters.  

 

• What might I need to talk about?  

o You will be asked to talk about immediate and/or long-term 
responses. You might have to evaluate them. Look at the notes for 
earthquakes to recap how to write an answer to a question like this.  

 

• Example of a question  

 Use a case study of a tropical storm to describe the primary and 

secondary effects. (9 + 3 SPaG) 

 Paragraph 1 – INTRODUCTION – Name your case study. 

 Paragraph 2 – DESCRIBE (say what happened) - the primary 

effects (at least 2). 

 Paragraph 3 – DESCRIBE the secondary effects (at least 2). 

 Paragraph 4 – CONCLUSION – Which was worse in your opinion? 

 

Paper 1 Extreme weather in the UK = Somerset Levels 
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Location  Somerset Levels, UK 

Date December 2013 to February 2014 

Causes  

 

 

 

 

 

• PHYSICAL = The soil was already very wet. 

• HUMAN = The rivers could not hold much 

water as they had not been dredged 
(cleaned out) for over 20 years. 

Social Impacts  

 

 

 

 

 

• More than 600 homes flooded. Temporary 

accommodation required for several months.  

• Some villages were totally cut off. 

Economic impacts 

 

 

• 16 farms and over 1000 livestock evacuated. 

• £10 million damaged estimated. 

Environmental Impacts 

 

 

• River water contaminated with sewage, oils 

and chemicals. 

• Large volumes of rubbish were deposited 

across the land. 

Management strategies 

to reduce the risk 

 

• Somerset County Council pledged £20 million 

on a Flood Action Plan. 
o Rivers Tone and Parratt dredged in 

March 2014. 
o Pumping stations built to pump water 

away. 

 

• What might I need to talk about?  

 The question will mention extreme weather events in the UK. You 
might be asked to decide if human (man-made) or physical 
(natural) causes were more to blame. You might be asked to 
describe impacts. Great answers will SEE the impacts – talking about 
the 3 different categories = social (people based), economic 

(money based) and environmental (landscape based). You might 
also be asked to describe what has been done to stop the flood 
from happening in the future.  

• Examples of a question 
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 Using an example of a recent extreme weather event in the UK, to 

what extent were the economic impacts more significant that the 

social impacts? (9+ 3 SPaG marks) 

o Paragraph 1 = 

INTRODUCTION – Name 

your case study. 

o Paragraph 2 = ON THE ONE 

HAND economic impacts 

were more significant > 

Give 2 reasons why. 

o Paragraph 3 = ON THE 

OTHER HAND social 

impacts were more 

significant > Give 2 reasons 

why. 

o Paragraph 4 = 

CONCLUSION – Overall, I 

think that… 

 

 

Paper 1 Tropical rainforest = Amazon Rainforest 

 

Overview 

 The Amazon covers 
a total area of 
around 8 million km 
squared, across 

numerous South 
American countries. 
We focus on the 
Brazilian Amazon. 

 20% of the Amazon 
has been cleared 

since 1970; that’s an 
area of 761, 000 km 
squared (about 3 
times the size of the 
UK!). 
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Deforestation: is the permanent destruction of forests in order to make the 

land available for other uses. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Causes of deforestation  

Farming  

 

 

• Land is cleared to make way for commercial 

(large scale) farming of cash crops (crops 
which are sold to make money) like palm oil.  

Logging  

 

 

 

 

 

• Trees such as mahogany are highly valued for 

furniture and other uses.  

Road and settlement 

building  

 
 

• Roads bring supplies and provide access to 

new mining areas and new settlements (areas 
to live). 

Mineral extraction  

 

• Minerals such as gold and copper are mined 

(dug out of the ground) causing huge scars 
on the landscape and pollution.  
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Impacts (good and bad things) of deforestation  

Economic development 

 
 

• Mining and commercial farming 

generates employment (jobs) and income 
(money) for the government through the 
taxes workers’ pay.  

Soil erosion 

 

 

 

 

 

• Without the protective cover of plants, 

and their roots, the soil can be washed 
away by the rain. This is soil erosion.  

Contribution to climate 

change 

 

• Global scale = trees are important ‘sinks’ 

for carbon dioxide. No trees = no storage 
of carbon dioxide. 

o Slash and burn deforestation is 
doubly bad – not only is a sink 
removed, but the carbon stored is 

released back into the atmosphere! 
o The Amazon stores around 100 

billion tonnes of carbon!  

Loss of biodiversity 

 

 

• The Amazon could lose between 30 and 

45% of their main species  (plants and 
animals) by 2030.  

 

• What might I need to talk about?  

o You might be asked to describe or explain causes and/or impacts 
of deforestation. 

 

• Example of a question  

o Explain why deforestation occurs in tropical rainforests. (6 marks)                                                                                                              

 One cause of deforestation is logging. 

 This happens because trees such as mahogany are highly 

valued for furniture and other uses. 

 This is a benefit because this generates profit for the business, but 

also jobs. The workers will pay taxes which the government can 

use to improve the country. 

Paper 1 Hot Desert = Thar Desert 
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Overview 

• The Thar Desert stretches across north west 

India and into Pakistan.  

• Remember! Hot deserts have total annual 

rainfall below 250mm. They are in high 

pressure areas. Sinking air prevents the 

formation of clouds, and therefore rain.  

 

Development opportunities  

Mineral extraction 

 

 

  

• The Thar Desert has many minerals 

which can be extracted e.g.  gypsum – 
used to make cement and plaster for 
construction.   

Energy 

 

 

• The Thar Desert has huge potential for 

solar energy due to the long hours of 
sunshine.  

Farming 

 
 

• The Indira Gandhi Canal brings water to 

the area, allowing big farms 
(commercial) to grow crops such as 
wheat.  

Tourism 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Tourism has increased recently, 

particularly from Pakistan. Several 

companies offer desert safaris and visits 
to Jaisalmer.  

 

 

Challenges to development of hot deserts 
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Water supply With low rainfall and high evaporation, a constant water 
supply is needed.  

• The Indira Gandhi Canal (constructed in 1958) has 

brought a constant supply of water to the desert 
for people and farmers.  

Inaccessibility 

  

There is a limited road network due to the vast distances 
and high costs involved with mending the melting roads! 
People tend to use camels instead.  

Extreme 

temperatures  

 

 

 

 

 

 

The average temperature is 27 degrees Celsius, rising to 
over 50 in summer! This creates many problems for 

people working outside.  

 

• What might I need to talk about?  

o You might be asked to describe the opportunities and challenges of 

developing (making money from) the hot desert. You might also be 
asked to decide to what extent opportunities have been used.  

 

• Example of a question  

o ‘Water supply is the most significant challenge facing development 

in hot deserts’. With reference to a case study, to what extent do 

you agree with this statement? (6 marks) 

 

 Paragraph 1 – ON THE ONE HAND water 

supply is the most significant challenge 

because…. This means that…. 

 Paragraph 2 – ON THE OTHER HAND 

inaccessibility is a bigger challenge 

because…. This means that… 

 Paragraph 3 – OVERALL I think that water 

supply is/isn’t the most significant challenge facing development 

in hot deserts.  

 

Paper 1 Coastal management – Westward Ho! 
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Location  Westward Ho! is a popular seaside town in North Devon.  

Reasons for 

management  

It is an exposed part of the coast which suffers from strong 

sea currents and abrasion from large pebbles, particularly in 
winter.  

The management 

strategy  
• Natural pebbleridge which connects to a sea wall, 

constructed in 1932.  

• Rock armour weighing 4 -5 tonnes each have been 

piled up at the base of the sea wall in 1982.  

Effects  

 

 

Positives 

1. Sea front is protected, protecting tourist facilities and 
properties that lie directly behind the sea wall.  

Negative 

1. Some think the hard defences have spoilt the natural 
landscape, particularly the rock armour. 

2. The sea wall is showing signs of breaking down. Lack of 
funding is a big issue moving forward.  

 

 

• What might I need to talk about?  

o You might be asked to describe the strategy and its impacts. You 
may also need to decide if you think it has been successful.  

 

• Example of a question  

o For a UK area at risk of flooding, outline the flood management 
scheme used. To what extent has the management scheme been 
successful? (6 marks)  

 

 Paragraph 1 – INTRODUCTION – Describe 

the flood management scheme used 

 Paragraph 2 – ON THE ONE HAND it has 

been successful because…. (what’s 

good?) 

 Paragraph 3 – ON THE OTHER HAND it has 

not been successful because…. (what’s bad?) 

 Paragraph 4 – OVERALL, I think that it has/hasn’t been successful.   

 
 
 

 

Paper 1 Flood management = Boscastle  
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• What might I need to talk about?  

o You might be asked to describe the strategy and its issues. You may 
also need to decide if you think it has been successful.  

 

• Example of a question  

o Using an example you have studied, show how a flood defence 
scheme for a river benefits both the local people and the 
environment. (6 marks) 

 

▪ Paragraph 1 – INTRODUCTION – Describe the flood defence 
scheme 

▪ Paragraph 2 – DESCRIBE how it benefits the local people 

▪ Paragraph 3 – DESCRIBE how it benefits the environment 

Location  Boscastle, on the north coast of Cornwall.  

Reasons for 

management  

Boscastle experienced a devastating flood on 16th 
August 2004.  

The management 

strategy  

 

 

 

 

 

£10 million project run by the Environment Agency 
and the National Trust.  

• Widening of the River Valency by 3m (10ft) and 

lowering it by 2m (7ft) 

• Removing low bridges with wider bridges 

• Tree management – dead trees removed to 

prevent them falling and blocking rivers  

Issues Social  
1. Scheme took years to build 
2. The new bridge is not popular with local people 

as it doesn’t look like the other bridges 
3. Increased protection increases quality of life 

(less stress) 

 
Economic  

1. Cost £10 million  
2. Risk of flooding is reduced so less risk to 

properties and businesses.  

 
Environmental  

1. Vegetation in the area is now managed better 
to prevent it ending up in the river channel. 

2. Biodiversity has improved as have the river 

habitats 
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Paper 2 Major city in a NEE = Mumbai  

  

Part 1: Context of the case study 

Name  Mumbai 

Location • Maharashtra state on the western coast of India.  

Regional 

importance 

 

• Over 3 million travel (commute) to the city each day 

for work. Many do so by train.  

National 

importance 

 

• It is home to India’s most important port. 60% of all of 

India’s sea trade goes through this port.  

International 

importance 

 

• It is home to Bollywood – the biggest cultural industry 

in Asia. 

Growth 

 

• Mumbai has seen rapid growth over the past 50 years, 

both in terms of population numbers and area.  

Causes of growth 

 

• Largely driven by rural-urban migration. A recent 

study found that migration into Mumbai was 
averaging nearly 1 person per minute!  

• Natural increase (more people being born than 

dying) also plays a part with the population quite 

youthful.  

 

• You might get a 1 or 2 mark question on any of these areas e.g. “for a 

major city in an NEE give a reason why it is internationally important”.  
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Part 2: How urban growth has created opportunities and challenges in 

Mumbai 

 

The challenge for Mumbai is being able to manage the growth of the city  

• Many people move to Mumbai because of the opportunities it gives 

them (see below). 

• However, many people live in slums as there is nowhere else to live.  
• A key challenge is to stop the growth of slums and provide the urban 

poor with somewhere suitable to live. 
• People need to have access to basic services (such as water or 

education) and be able to earn a DECENT living, giving them a good 
quality of life.  

 

OPPORTUNITIES (Good things) 

Social 

opportunities 

• Access to education is easier than in rural areas. 

• Access to healthcare is easier than in rural areas. 

 

Economic 

opportunities 

 

 

 

 

 

• Incomes in the city are higher than in rural areas. 

• More job opportunities.  

 

CHALLENGES (Bad things) 

Managing urban 

growth – squatter 

settlements 

 

• 40% of Mumbai’s population live in slums (e.g. 

Dharavi) as they cannot afford to rent legal 
housing.  

• It’s difficult to get services to these illegal 

settlements.  
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Providing clean 

water, sanitation 

systems and energy 

 

 

 

• In many areas access to basic services is limited.  

a. A study of one slum found 95% of households 
lacked access to clean water. This increases 
the risk of disease and illness.  

Providing access to 

services  

• The young population creates a constant rising 

demand for school places and maternity services.  

• The lack of basic services increases spread of 

disease, increasing pressure on healthcare. 

Reducing 

unemployment and 

crime 

 

 

 

 

• There can be a lack of jobs. Some people turn to 

crime to get by.  

Managing 

environmental issues 

 

 

 

 

 

• Dealing with large amounts of human and 

industrial waste is difficult and expensive. 

• A lack of sanitation (sewage) systems leads to 

rivers being used to get rid of sewage. 

 

• What might I need to talk about? 

o You may need to describe opportunities and challenges or decide 

if Mumbai has mainly opportunities of challenges.  

 

• Example of a question 

 To what extent do urban areas in lower income countries (LICs) or 
newly emerging economies (NEEs) provide opportunities for people?  
(6 marks) 

o Paragraph 1- INTRODUCTION – Name 

your urban area. 

o Paragraph 2 – ON THE ONE HAND it 
provides opportunities. Talk about 2.   

o Paragraph 3 – ON THE OTHER HAND it 
provides challenges. Talk about 2.  

o Paragraph 4 – OVERALL, I think that 
there are more/less opportunities than 
challenges.  

 



19 
 

Class of 2020, Geography Department, Pilton Community College 
 

Paper 2 Urban planning = Mumbai Slum Sanitation Project 

 

Scheme name Mumbai Slum Sanitation Project  

Key details  

 

• Construction of 300 community toilet blocks between 1996 

and 2005 containing more than 5100 toilets with separate 
facilities for men and women. 

• Cost = US$295.6 million (supported by the World Bank). 

What problem 

is it 

addressing? 

 

 

 

 

 

• For Mumbai’s slums there is poor access to toilets, e.g. In 

Dharavi 
o The ratio of toilets to people is 1:500.  

o 1 in 20 goes to the toilet in the open.  
o Sewage often ends up in cracked water pipes, 

leading to disease e.g. doctors deal with 4000 cases 
of diphtheria and typhoid a day! 

Advantages • Local community groups run the blocks, with a caretaker 

who is paid in charge.  

• Women have more privacy and are safer.  

Disadvantages 

 

• Need so many more toilets! 400 000 benefited yet 1 million 

people live in Dharavi. 

• Will they be looked after? Even in blocks that are 

maintained people still break the locks to use them without 
paying.   

 

• What might I need to talk about? 

o Be prepared to discuss whether or not the scheme has improved 
people’s quality of life.  

 

• Example of a question 

 Evaluate the effectiveness of an urban planning strategy in helping to 

improve the quality of life (QOL) for the urban poor. Use an example of 
a city in a LIC or NEE. (9+3 SPaG)  

o Paragraph 1- INTRODUCTION – Name 
your example – WHERE/WHAT? 

o Paragraph 2 – ON THE ONE HAND it has 

improved the QOL. Talk about 2 ways.   

o Paragraph 3 – ON THE OTHER HAND it 
has not helped improve QOL. Talk 
about 2 ways 

o Paragraph 4 – OVERALL, I think that it 

has/has not improved the QOL.  
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Paper 2 Major city in the UK = Bristol  

 

Part 1: Context of the case study 

Name  Bristol  

Location • South west of England. 

• Population of 463,400.  

Development 

of Bristol 

 Developed in the 18th century as part of the triangular trade 
linking West Africa and the West Indies.  

 Still an important dock today.  Around 700000 cars are 

imported from Japan, Germany and Korea each year.  

National 

importance 

 

(TIC) 

• Tourism 

• UK’s 8th most popular city for foreign visitors. 
• Attractions – SS Great Britain, Bristol Zoo, @Bristol. 

• Industry  

• Largest amount of silicon chip manufacture outside 
California. 

• Culture and entertainment 

• Several theatres and music venues e.g. Hippodrome and 

Thekla (a boat!). 

International 

importance 

 

(GET) 

 

• Global industries 

o Bristol is a key player in global finance and business. It is 
also an important place for aerospace.   

• Education 

o 2 universities with numerous graduate jobs available in 
tertiary (services) and quaternary (research) industries. 

• Transport links  

o Bristol airport links to Europe and beyond (via Amsterdam 
with KLM), great links to the UK via road or rail. 

 

Part 2: Migration  

Many people have migrated – moved – to 

Bristol. 50 different countries make up 

Bristol’s population. Some come from the UK 

– especially young students. About half of 

the population is made up from people 

migrating from outside the UK. Large 

numbers come from EU countries like 

Poland and Spain.  
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• What might I need to talk about? 

o You will need to be able to say how national (from the UK) or 
international (not from the UK) has affected the character (what it 

looks like/feels like) of Bristol. 

 

• Example of a question 

 Outline one way that international migration has led to change in the 
character of a named UK city. (2 marks) 

o Many migrants have moved to the UK from Poland. Polish shops 
have been built to meet their needs. This means that streets are 
becoming multicultural.  

 Outline one way that national migration has led to change in the 
character of a named UK city. (2 marks) 

o People, particularly students, have moved from around the UK 
to Bristol. They do this to study at one of the two universities. This 
means that the population of Bristol has become quite youthful, 

with lots of bars and clubs set up for their use.  
 

Impacts of migration 

on the character 

(what it is like) of 

Bristol   
 

  

Social (people) 
 

• Positive impacts 

• Bristol benefits from learning about different 
cultures and experiencing new music, art, and 
food. 

• St Paul’s carnival attracts 40 000 people each 

year with the aim being to improve relations 
between European, Asian, African and 
Caribbean communities.  
 

• Negative impacts 

• More people = more pressure for housing and 
jobs.  

• Some experience racism.  
 

Economic (money)  
 

• Positive impacts 

• There are more people able to do jobs.  
• Workers pay taxes which help improve Bristol 

and the UK. 

• Negative impacts 

• Cost associated with providing necessary 

support e.g. housing and education support for 
children.  
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Part 3: Opportunities  

Bristol is a post-industrial city. This means it no longer makes its 

money from the processing of raw materials – making things. 

Instead, it makes money from jobs in the tertiary – services e.g. 

banking – and quaternary – research e.g. robotics – sectors. 

There are LOTS of jobs available in these areas. This, combined 

with the 2 universities, means that the population is very young.  

 

Social and 

economic 

Cultural mix 

• Diverse population means lots of different cultures 

living side by side sharing music, food and ideas.  

• Young population means there are many music 

venues, nightclubs and bars. 
 

Recreation and entertainment 

• Harbourside has been regenerated (made to look 

better)- old warehouses now bars, nightclubs and 

cultural venues.  

• Shopping is a growing leisure activity. Cabot Circus 

opened in September 2008, costing £500 million. 
 

Employment 

• Employment growth in Bristol is higher than for the rest 

of the UK. Why? Many employment opportunities in 
this post-industrial city e.g. high-tech industries.  

 

Environmental  

 

 

European Green Capital 2015 

• The first UK city to achieve the award.  

• Aims include  

o 1) Increase use of renewable energy from 2%.  

o 2) Improve energy efficiency (reduce CO2 by 
40% by 2020).  

o 3) Increase the use of brownfield sites. 

• There were lots of successes in first year e.g. every 

primary school in Bristol planted a tree and 100 
electric car charging points were installed.  

 
 

Integrated transport systems (ITS) 

• The ITS creates a network of park and rides and bus 

routes which connect with the train station – this is to 
make people use buses rather than a car. 

• Outcome = less traffic, less pollution = more 

sustainable. 

Part 4: Challenges 
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Challenges come from Bristol’s past (the shutting down and abandoning of 

factory buildings) and it’s present (being such a popular place to live).  

 

Social and 

economic 

Urban deprivation  

• Some areas of Bristol suffer from deprivation – 

a lack of services, good housing, income and 
jobs.  

• We looked at Stoke Bishop (rich - affluent) and 

Filwood (poor - deprived). We saw big 

differences between these two parts of Bristol 
e.g. life expectancy in Filwood is 78 years but 
in Stoke Bishop it is 83 years. 

Environmental  

 

 

Dereliction 

• Bristol has many abandoned buildings due to 

its shift to a post-industrial economy.  
 

Waste disposal 

• Bristol produces over half a million tonnes of 

waste per year.  
o This is being combatted by the ‘Slim my 

waste, feed my face’ campaign which 
encourages people to recycle their 
food waste. 

• Air pollution – often the winds blow pollution 

over the city from the industrial area around 

the port at Avonmouth 
o Steps are being taken to reduce 

pollution through Bristol’s European 
Green Capital status.   

Urban sprawl 

• Bristol is experiencing urban sprawl – it is 

swallowing up all the green space around it. 

• The rural-urban fringe (the boundary between 

city and countryside) is becoming more 

developed which has both positives (e.g. 
cheaper land) and negatives (loss of 
habitats). 

• Many commuter settlements – villages and 

towns built for people who work in Bristol to live 
in – are popping up.  

 

 

 

• What might I need to talk about? 
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o You might need to describe the opportunities or challenges, or 
evaluate – weigh up – which is greatest.  

 

• Example of a question 

o ‘Urban change presents more challenges than opportunities.’ 

Using a case study of a UK city, discuss the extent to which you 
agree with this statement. (9+3 SPaG) 

o Paragraph 1- INTRODUCTION – Name 
your example and say how it is 
experiencing urban change.  

o Paragraph 2 – ON THE ONE HAND there 
are more challenges. Talk about 2.  

o Paragraph 3 – ON THE OTHER HAND 
there are more opportunities. Talk 
about 1 or 2.  

o Paragraph 4 – OVERALL, I 

agree/disagree with the statement.  
 

Paper 2 Urban regeneration project = Temple Quarter Regeneration 

Location 

 

Bristol (70-hectare site in the Temple Meads train station area).  

History of 

area 

 

• Industrial (factories and terraced housing) in the 18th century. 

• In 1841 Brunel added the railway station. Railway sidings 

were added until they covered 40% of the area. 

• In the 20th century the terraced housing was reduced as part 

of the Bristol slum clearance process.  

Why was it 

needed? 

 

• The Temple Quarter was very run down. It gave a bad 

impression to visitors arriving by train or car. 

Target 

 
 

• To create 17000 new jobs by 2037. 

• 240 000 m2 of either new or refurbished buildings, creating 

offices, homes, shops and the redeveloped railway station.  
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What were 

the main 

features?  

 

 

 

1. New bridge across the River Avon to the site of the former 

diesel depot 

 The gives access to the new Bristol Arena – a hugely 

delayed key aspect of the regeneration plan. 

 The arena, on ‘Arena Island’ will have seating for 4000 
and it is planned that the area will be an attractive place 
to visit with bars and restaurants.  

2. Enterprise Zone Status 
 Enterprise Zones promote economic growth and create 

jobs.  
 They offer benefits to businesses to move to the area, 

including business rate relief, low rents and easier 

planning procedures.  

 

 

• What might I need to talk about? 

o You will be asked to explain how an urban regeneration project 
could help improve the environment or reduce urban deprivation.  

 

• Example of a question 

 Using Figure 3 and your own knowledge, explain how urban 
regeneration projects can reduce levels of urban deprivation. (6 marks) 

o Paragraph 1 – 

INTRODUCTION – Name 
and describe your project 

o Paragraph 2 – EXPLAIN - 

One way it reduced urban 

deprivation was by 

providing jobs. This meant 

that people were able to 

receive an income. 

Because of this they were 

able to spend this income 
on ways to improve their 
lives e.g. better diet or 
housing.  

o Paragraph 2 – EXPLAIN – 

Give another reason and 
‘stretch’ it out like I have.  
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Paper 2 Using tourism to reduce the development gap = Jamaica 

 

Location  

 

• Jamaica is a LIC island nation in the Caribbean. 

• People visit Jamaica to explore the tropical blue 

seas, skies and palm filled sandy beaches. 

Tourist economy 

 

• Tourism is important to Jamaican economy, 

generating employment, income and taxes.  

• It has helped to develop the country and reduce 

the development gap. 

• Key statistics 

o In 2015, 2.12 million visited.  
o Tourism contributes 27% of GDP. 
o 200000 jobs rely on tourism.  

Positives of tourism  

 

• MULTIPLIER EFFECT 

o Person gets a job  
▪ > gets paid > money to spend in local 

shops and businesses  
▪ > pays taxes > government has money 

to invest in infrastructure (roads, 
electricity, sewers, water pipes) to 
support tourism. 

• New sewage treatment plants have reduced 

pollution.   

Negatives of 

tourism  

 

• Infrastructure improvements have not spread to 

the whole island. Mainly focused on north coast 
(e.g. Montego Bay area).  

• Many people in Jamaica still live in poor quality 

housing. 

• Mass tourism can cause environmental problems – 

footpath erosion, lots of waste and pollution.  

 

• What might I need to talk about? 

o You may be asked to evaluate if tourism can help to reduce the 
development gap. You must mention the multiplier effect!   

 

• Example of a question 

 Outline one way in which tourism can help deal with the problems of 
uneven development. (2 marks) 

o Tourists need hotels so jobs are created in construction. Hotels 
need workers to run it too. Employees get paid and pay taxes 
which the government can use on improving the island, e.g. the 
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roads and electricity (infrastructure). This is called the multiplier 
effect.  

Paper 2 Changing economic world case study of a NEE = Nigeria 

 

Nigeria is a NEE in West Africa. It has the biggest 

population in Africa (180 million) and is the most 

economically powerful country in Africa.  

 

Why is Nigeria 

important?  

 

Global importance (importance in the world) 

• World’s 21st largest economy, rapid growth in 

GDP. 

• World’s 12th largest oil producer. 

 

Regional importance (importance in Africa) 

• One of Africa’s fastest growing economies 

(fastest growing GNP in Africa). 

• 3rd largest manufacturing sector in Africa. 

Context – What factors 

influence Nigeria 

today? (PECS) 

Political  

• Civil war between 1967-1970. 

• From 1999, the country become stable with 

free and fair elections.  
 

Environmental 

• Located within the Tropics and has a range 

of environments e.g. in the south = high 
rainfall = tropical rainforest (cash from 
cocoa, rubber, palm oil). 

• 80% of forests have been cut down. This also 

increases CO² emissions. 
 

Cultural 

• The country has a rich music, literacy and 

film industry (i.e. Nollywood).  

• A successful national football side. 

 

Social  

• Nigeria is a multi-cultural, multi-faith society.  

• Although mostly a strength, diversity has 

caused regional conflicts from groups such 
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as the Boko Haram terrorists. This is reducing 
foreign investment.  

 

Industrial development in Nigeria 

Nigeria used to make money largely from the primary sector 

of agriculture. Now, 50% of its money is made from the 

secondary (manufacturing) and tertiary (services) sectors. 

This is due to Nigeria experiencing rapid industrialization. 

Remember – 80% of forests have been cut down in Nigeria to 

make way for factories to make things in.  

 

As a result of this shift, many transnational corporations 

(TNC’s) are relocating to Nigeria. A TNC is a large company 

that usually has its headquarters in one country with 

production plants in several others. They do this to take 

advantage of tax incentives, lower environmental laws and 

cheaper labour. 40 TNCs operate in Nigeria with HQs in 

Europe/US. Shell is an example and has been present in the 

Niger Delta extracting oil since 1958. 

 

Shell in Nigeria Advantages 

• Contribute taxes. 

• Employment for 65000. 

• 91% of contracts given to Nigerian companies. 

 
 

Disadvantages 

• Profits move back to HICs.  

• Many oil spills have damaged fragile environments. In 

2015 Shell made £55 million compensation to the 

community of Bodo, an area devastated by an oil spill. 

• Oil theft and sabotage are big problems.   
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Remember the multiplier effect which is set in motion by industrial development! 

More areas of reflection on Nigeria 

Regular paid work 
gives people a 
more secure 

income - they pay 
taxes which the 
government can 
spend, and they 
also have extra 

money to spend in 
local business. 

Industrial 
development leads 
to growth in linked 

areas e.g. car 
manufacturing 

leads to the growth 
of companies 

supplying parts for 
making cars.

As industries grow, 
more people are 
employed, and 

more people pay 
tax. 

People see the 
country as a good 

place to invest. 
Foreign investment 
is attracted which 
stimulates even 

more foreign 
investment.
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• What might I need to talk about? 

How has Nigeria’s 

relationship with 

the rest of the 

world changed?  

 

 

Political relationships  

• Originally part of the British Empire so used to trade 

mostly within the Empire. Became independent in 

1960.  

• Nigeria plays a leading role with the African Union 

(economic planning) and UN (peacekeeping).  

• Growing links with China with huge investment in 

infrastructure (e.g. US$12 billion to build a 1400km 
railway).  

 

Trading relationships  

• Imports = mobile phones from China. 

• Exports = 50% to the EU, including crude oil, natural 

gas and rubber. 

• Belongs to several trading groups e.g. ECOWAS = 

Economic Community of West Africa States. 

International aid  

 

• Receives $5billion per year in aid.  

Positive 

• The NGO Nets for Life provides education on 

malaria prevention and distributes anti-mosquito 
nets to households. 

• There is also support for orphans and education to 

protect people against AIDS/HIV. 

Negative 

• Some aid via government fails to reach the people 

who need it due to corruption or funds being 
diverted.  

Environmental 

impacts of 

economic 

development  

 

• Mining and oil extraction - the 2008/09 Bodo oil 

spills devastated swamps and its ecosystems. 

• Industrial development 

o Industry has caused toxic chemicals to be 
discharged in open sewers, risking human 

health. 
o 80% of forests have been cut down. This also 

increases CO² emissions. 

Has economic 

development 

improved quality of 

life?  

 

• HDI has grown from below 0.47 in 2005 to over 0.50 

today. It is one of the fastest growing rates BUT still 
has some way to go (remember, 1 is best!). 

• Since 1980  

o Life expectancy has increased from 46 to 53 
years which is good, but still very low. 

o Safe water access has gone from 46% to 
64%.  
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o As you can see, there are lots of areas that you may be asked 
questions on! So far, they have tended to be lower mark questions 
on all areas except for TNCs, industrial development and quality of 

life which were higher mark questions See below for lots of 
examples! 
 

• Examples of questions 

With reference to a case study of an LIC/NEE country  

 Outline its global importance (2 marks).  

o Give one developed reason e.g. Nigeria is the world’s 12th largest 
oil producer and many countries rely on their exports.  

 
 Explain how economic development can have harmful impacts on the 

natural environment (6 marks). 
o Try to explain at least 2 impacts  

▪ One impact in Nigeria was…. 

▪ This meant that…. 

▪ This is harmful because… 

 
 To what extent do the advantages of transnational corporations (TNCs 

outweigh the disadvantages in promoting economic development? (9 
marks). 

o Paragraph 1 – INTRODUCTION – Introduce 

information about Shell in Nigeria 

o Paragraph 2 – ON THE ONE HAND there are more 
advantages than disadvantages. Explain 2. 

o Paragraph 3 – ON THE OTHER HAND there are more 
disadvantages than advantages. Explain 1.  

o Paragraph 4 – OVERALL I think that advantages 

do/do not outweigh the disadvantages. 
 

 Discuss the extent to which economic development has improved 
people’s quality of life (9 marks). 

o Paragraph 1 – INTRODUCTION – What form has economic 

development taken in Nigeria? How has it changed? 

o Paragraph 2 – ON THE ONE HAND economic development has 
improved people’s quality of life. One way was…. This meant 
that…. This is good because…. Try to give 2 reasons e.g. jobs, 
access to water  

o Paragraph 3 – ON THE OTHER HAND economic development has 
not improved people’s quality of life. One way is…This meant 
that…. This is bad because…. Try to give at least 1 reason e.g. life 
expectancy still low, environmental problems  

o Paragraph 4 – OVERALL I think that economic development 

has/has not improved people’s quality of life.  

Paper 2 Environmentally sustainable modern industrial development = Torr 

Quarry 
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Type of industry 

 

Limestone quarrying  
 Has had very harmful effects of the environment in 

the past 

o Natural habitats damaged/destroyed. 
o Landscapes left with ugly scars when quarries 

were abandoned. 
 Today there are strict controls to make it sustainable.  

o Regulations on blasting, removal of dust and 
landscaping to improve the look of the area. 

o All quarries must be restored after use, 
minimizing long-term environmental damage.  

Name  

 

 

Torr Quarry, Somerset 
 Employs over 100 people and contributes around 

£15 million to the economy. 

How is it being 

made more 

environmentally 

sustainable?  

Sustainable – Meeting the needs of the present 
generation without compromising the ability of future 

generations to meet their needs.  
 

 Chippings are taken away by train rather than 
road to reduce the environmental impact. 

 Regular monitoring of water quality. 

 80 hectares of the site have already been 
restored, with grass and trees.  

 

• What might I need to talk about? 

o You will be asked to explain how you can make industries (like 

limestone quarrying) more environmentally friendly (sustainable).    

 

• Example of a question 

 Use an example to explain how modern industrial development can be 
environmentally sustainable. (6 marks).  

o Paragraph 1 – INTRODUCTION – Name and describe your 
example. 

o Paragraph 2 – EXPLAIN one way – One way is by monitoring 

water quality. This means that any pollution incidents are 

identified and dealt with. This ensures that water quality is 

maintained, and no animals or humans are harmed.  

o Paragraph 3 – EXPLAIN another way. 

o Paragraph 4 – EXPLAIN another way. 
 

Paper 2 Large scale agricultural development = IBIS 

 

Name  Indus basin irrigation system (IBIS) 
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Location • The source of the Indus River is high in the Tibetan Plateau. 

It flows roughly north to south through Pakistan to reach 
the Arabian Sea.  

• The Indus basin covers about one million km2 and includes 

parts of India, China and Afghanistan.  

Key facts 

 

 

• IBIS is the largest continuous irrigation scheme in the world. 

• Began as a system of irrigation canals built during the 

period of British rule (1847-1947) and has been developed 
since. 

• Today 

o 3 large dams and over 100 smaller dams that 
regulate water flow. 

o Over 640000km of smaller canals distribute the water 

across the countryside. 

Advantages 1. Improves food security for Pakistan, making 40% more land 
available for cultivation. 

2. Irrigation has increased crop yields – e.g. wheat (36%). 
3. Diets have improved as a greater range of food is 

available. 

Disadvantages 1. Some farmers take an unfair share of water, depriving 
others downstream. 

2. Poor irrigation techniques mean water is wasted. 
Salinisation (salt rising to the surface) can cause long-term 
damage to the soil. 

3. High costs involved with maintaining reservoir capacity. 

 

• What might I need to talk about? 

o You will be asked to explain how the IBIS can improve agriculture. 
You might also be asked to evaluate it – what was good and what 

was bad about it?  

 

• Example of a question 

o Using a named example, evaluate the success of a large-scale 
agricultural development. (6 marks)  

▪ Paragraph 1 – INTRODUCTION – Name and 
describe the IBIS. 

▪ Paragraph 2 – ON THE ONE HAND it was a 
success. Give 2 developed reasons. One 
reason…. This meant that…. This led to… 

▪ Paragraph 3 – ON THE OTHER HAND it wasn’t a 
success. Give at least 1 developed reason.  

▪ Paragraph 4 – OVERALL I think that it was/wasn’t a success.  

Paper 2 Increasing sustainable supplies of food = Jamalpur rice-fish project 

 

Name  Jamalpur = rice-fish agriculture project  
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Location 

 

 

• Agricultural district in northern Bangladesh (LIC). 

• Many farmers are subsistence farmers growing rice and wheat. 

Key facts 

 

• The charity Practical Action have been supporting local farmers 

in introducing a new practice called rice-fish culture. 

• Small fish (fingerlings) are introduced into the rice paddy fields. 

Their poo acts as a fertiliser, increasing rice growth.   

Advantages 

 

1) Rice yields (the amount grown) have increased by up to 10%. 
2) Family diets have improved (more protein). 
3) Surplus rice can be sold at local markets, providing extra income 

for farmers which can be spent improving their lives (e.g. building 
a toilet).  

 

Why is it 

sustainable? 

It is an example of appropriate technology 
1. Does not involve any artificial chemicals. 
2. Does not involve expensive equipment. 
3. Does not need experts to run it. 
4. Does not harm the natural environment.  

 

• What might I need to talk about? 

o Describe and explain how you can increase food supplies 
sustainably. 

• Example of a question 

o Use an example of a local scheme in a LIC/NEE to explain how 
sustainable supplies of food can be increased. (6 marks) 

o Paragraph 1 – INTRODUCTION – Name and describe your 
scheme  

o Paragraph 2 – EXPLAIN one way it increases food supply 

sustainably – One way is by not using artificial chemicals, instead 

just using the fingerlings. This means that there is no potential 

damage to the natural environment. This ensures that soil and 

water quality is maintained, and no animals or humans are 

harmed.  

o Paragraph 3 – EXPLAIN another way. 

o Paragraph 4 – EXPLAIN another way. 
 

Paper 3 – Fieldwork    
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The first part of paper 3 will be an issue evaluation. This is sent to schools 12 

weeks before your exam. No ‘extra’ work or research is needed, and we will 

prepare in lessons.  

 

The second part of paper 3 will refer to fieldwork. We went to Westward Ho! 

and researched two enquiry questions. Your results for your day may be 

different and you can change the details on these pages if you wish. See 

your fieldwork booklet for more information on this, especially exam 

questions.  

 

HUMAN ENQUIRY – Why do tourists visit Westward Ho!? 

 

Why is it relevant?  

 

• Tourism is a key topic in Geography. 

• We can link coastal protection to tourism – in many 

places coastal defences are used to protect tourist 
businesses.  

Why was the 
location chosen?  

• L = Low risk area (risk assessment completed). 

• A = Access was easy for us.   

• D = Data available to collect.  

What methods were 
used and why?  
 

• Land use survey – to see what services were 

available for tourists along the sea front.  

o Systematic sampling (we logged every use 
along sea front). 

• Questionnaire - to ask tourists why they visit. 

o Random sampling – we spoke to anybody we 
could find! 
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What data 
presentation was 
used and why?  

• Land use survey = shaded land use survey map with 

pie charts. 

• Questionnaire = bar charts 

o Both clearly show data in a way that can be 
read easily and allow for patterns and 
anomalies to be easily identified.  

Key findings?  • Land use – 40% accommodation, 30% food and 

retail, 30% entertainment 

• Questionnaire – 60% visitors came to visit the 

seaside, 40% to visit a café. 

Reliable conclusion? 
 

Slightly unreliable  

• Land use survey data was good as we could 

suggest why people would visit from it (e.g. to visit 
cafes, shops) BUT did we classify the land uses 
correctly? 

• Questionnaire data not reliable as sample was too 

small and we didn’t speak to enough tourists. We 
needed more opinions e.g. shop owners, 
councilors, locals.  

Evaluation  Key areas we needed to improve 
1. Time of year – not many tourists were visiting! We 

need to go in the summer! 
2. Questionnaire sample – we didn’t speak to many 

tourists. We need to go in the summer! We also 

need to make our sample systematic and more 
representative of the population visiting.  
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PHYSICAL ENQUIRY – To what extent is hard engineering at Westward Ho! effective?  

 

Why is it relevant?  

 

• Erosion is a key topic in Geography and 

so too is how we manage the impact it 
has on the coastline. 

• We study sea walls and rock armour 

(hard engineering).  

Why was the location 

chosen? 
 
 
 
 

 

• L = Low risk area (risk assessment 

completed). 

• A = Access – easy for us to get there. 

• D = Data available to collect. 

What methods were used 
and why?  

• Bi-polar survey – to judge what condition 

the defences were in and if they were 
effective. 

o Systematic sampling – 2 stops 15m 
apart for sea wall.  

• Photography – to collect non-subjective 

(opinion based) evidence of the quality 
of the defences.  

o Random sampling. 

What data presentation 
was used and why?  

 

• Radar graphs – clearly see a variety of 

different pieces of information on one 
graph, rather than many separate ones. 
(But! Difficult to draw and interpret). 

• Annotated photographs – to back up 

the opinions we used in the radar 
graphs (give proof) (But! Lots of people 
forgot to take them!). 
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Key findings?  
 

• Hard engineering is quite effective at 

stopping coastal flooding (proved by 
buildings being built behind it) BUT it is 
looking weak in places (cracks). If it isn’t 
repaired, it may be a problem in the 

future.  

Reliable conclusion?  
 

• Reliable but ultimately very subjective 

(our opinion). Would other people say 
the same thing?  

• Need to back up with additional data 

e.g. use maps to measure retreat over 
time. Have the hard engineering 
examples slowed the rate down?  

Evaluation  
 

 

Key areas we needed to improve 
1. Sample size – need a much more 

systematic sampling of the sea wall 
along its entire length to give a true 

picture of its effectiveness. 
2. Other methods – we could have looked 

at old maps to see whether erosion has 
been slowed.  


