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Dear Parent / Carer 
 
Re: Mock Examinations and Teacher Assessed Grades 
 
I hope this letter finds you safe and well. I hope your son / daughter has enjoyed their return to school this 
week. 
 
As you will be acutely aware, Gavin Williamson, the Secretary of State for Education, confirmed GCSE 
examinations will be replaced by teacher assessed grades.   
 
In a letter to schools, Gavin Williamson wrote: 
 
“Young people have shown incredible resilience over the last year, continuing with their learning amidst 
unprecedented challenges while the country battles with this pandemic. Those efforts deserve to be fairly 
rewarded” 
 
As a school we fully agree with and support this statement. Teacher assessed grades must be fair, produced 
by those who know the students best and allow young people to progress to the next stage of their 
education or career. 
 
Teachers will use a student’s performance from a variety of sources to award an appropriate grade. 
Sources will include mock examinations, assessments, classwork and portfolio or non-examination 
coursework.  Previously we had signposted a series of mock examinations to be taken when students 
return.  These mock examinations will start the week beginning Monday 26 April.  This will ensure all 
students are sufficiently prepared.  The timetable for these mocks will be conveyed as soon as 
arrangements are made.   
 
The Department for Education (DfE) and the Office of Qualifications and Examinations Regulation (OFQUAL) 
have started to distribute guidance on how schools must assign grades. After scrutinising this information, 
we are now in a position to outline our approach to teacher assessed grades.  In order to provide you with 
clear and concise information I have prepared a recorded video to explain the process we will follow.  This 
video will outline the following information: 
 

 How teachers will decide students’ grades 

 What evidence we have and what evidence we need to collect 

 Future assessment opportunities 

 Internal quality assurance of our grades 

 External quality assurance of our grades 

 Appeals  

 Key dates 
 

 



 
 

 
The video link can be found below and on our website: 
 

https://video.wixstatic.com/video/68dba1_11adcd0dbe1b4c87a910b472be0057c4/720p/mp4/file.mp4 
 

In recent days many parents have asked when Year 11 students can officially leave school.  There is no 
official guidance for this date.  Devon Secondary Headteachers are meeting with Devon County Council to 
agree a date that all schools can follow.  This will be shared as soon as possible. 
 
I hope this letter and the video reassures you of our robust processes.  If you have any questions, concerns 
or queries please do not hesitate to contact the school.  We have created a direct email for teacher 
assessed grades enquires (tag@pilton.college)  This email will be reviewed daily and any queries sent to an 
appropriate person to respond. 
 
Thank you for your ongoing support 
 
Yours faithfully 

 
Danny Heaton 
Deputy Headteacher 
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